I Introduction
Prawn-seed collection is a household occupation in most of the families in the riverain villages of Sundarban in West Bengal. Anyone visiting the sea-facing blocks in the Sundarban delta will find thousands of men. women and children. who are almost under BPL category, wading through the rivers with nets and bowls in hand to catch prawn-seeds. Many sad stories are heard about these prawn-seed. collectors who are mostly women and girls. Some of them met death; some lost their legs or arms, some sustained injuries. viz., fractures of legs and menstrual problems etc. Govt. departments. particularly departments of Fisheries. Environment and
